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LETTER FROM PASTOR NICK 
What an incredible moment in history we are a part of! Every person across the globe has had 
their lives, plans and practices upended. The Church is no exception. As we look to what the 
future holds there are so many decisions to be made. While many people have strong feelings and 
decisions that they have to make for their families (and that is hard enough), making decisions 
that could impact hundreds of people brings an even greater complexity and responsibility. On 
one hand, we have seen the personal struggles increase for families, students, marriages and 
those who have no family or strong support network, and we have felt the weight of mental health 
issues related to isolation, job losses, financial worries, health complications and the spiritual 
disconnect felt by many. On the other hand, in only 8 months over 200,000 people have died due 
to COVID-19 complications; making this one of the most dangerous contagious illnesses in nearly 
100 years. While we recognize the need for people to regather we also take into serious 
consideration those who cannot. The Bible calls us to consider the needs of the most vulnerable 
and to not show favoritism to those who are the most well-to-do. There are people who are 
incredibly at-risk, such as our older populations and people who are, or have children and loved 
ones who are, immunocompromised. In addition, the unfortunate reality is that these incredibly 
complex issues have been reduced to divisive political talking points. We recognize there are 
those who fear their religious freedoms are being infringed upon, or those that feel that the 
residual impacts of closures have been worse than the pandemic, as well as those who are afraid 
that the health of the community is at-risk when we regather. All of these are worthy 
conversations. So how can we filter all of this through the lens of a Christ-follower?   

1. Firstly, we consider the main mission of the church.  There’s a lot of important things we are 
all passionate about at church. However, the main mission is clear: It is to be witnesses to the 
sacrificial love of Christ and to love others so that they might know Christ and see Christ in us. 
It’s first about those outside the church. Philippians 2 tells us that Jesus did not even consider 
His rights and powers as God but laid them down so that we who were lost might be saved 
through His sacrifice. If we fight for our rights in a manner that divides for our own self-
interest, we fail to consider our witness to outsiders first and compromise our witness for our 
own protectionism. 

2. Secondly, we cannot, and should not,  minimize the importance of the Gospel being 
preached and the need for discipleship. Online church had a great impact early on, but 
across the world we have seen the disconnect grow. Statistically, people have becom 
increasingly disengaged. More importantly, while there is some learning possible and people 
watching sporadically throughout the week, less and less are watching together. Discipleship 
is not about gaining knowledge alone. It’s about sharing in our mutual learning and service 
together and sharpening one another in mutual edification. Lastly, the impact on mental & 
spiritual health of so many has begun to have far reaching consequences that we may not 
even know the extent of yet. We must find better ways to reconnect in some form. 
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3. Lastly, being unified by loving others as Christ has loved you. Paul once said, “If my eating 
meat (a religious preference) causes others to struggle and distracts them from the Gospel, I 
will never eat meat again”. We must set aside preferences and “become all things, to all 
mankind, that I might win some”.  If not wearing a mask causes those who have great health 
concerns feel like they cannot come to church or wearing one may prevent even one from 
becoming very ill, we do whatever it takes so that all might worship together with little 
distraction. If we are to adapt our practices and take on extra precautions given to us by 
health off icials, we do so, so that we may  “live at peace with everyone” and thereby be an 
example to unbelievers (see Romans 13 and 1 Peter 2) and to love others as Christ loved the 
Church. Our love and unity with others displays God’s power amongst us (John 17).  

With these things in mind, and following the guidelines set out by the health officials at the CDC, 
we are doing the best we can to meet all of these core scriptural goals. We must gather, but we 
must do so safely with a mind on loving our community, being concerned for the health of others, 
taking into consideration the love of others above ourselves and setting aside any selfish (or 
political) ambitions and preferences for the sake of others seeing God in us.  

We hold fast to this calling: Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the others.”  

As you will see in our plan, we are looking to provide options for all people so that all people, with 
different and understandable concerns, might worship together. We will provide an outdoor 
option (as weather permits) for those who are uncomfortable being indoors or for those who are 
unable to meet the requirements requested of us from our local health experts. We will provide an 
indoor option as well with limited seating, temperature checks, and masks available for everyone.  
Other details can be found in this reopening plan. Online service will still be available as well. 
Things continue to evolve quickly. We will be prayerful and keep a diligent eye on the 
transmission rate in the Reedley area and make changes to our plans as needed.  

Above all, we challenge everyone to consider the love of Christ and the grace that has been 
lavished upon us. Lavish that grace on your neighbor who is different. Speak gracefully even while 
discussing your needs and preferences and have grace on those at your workplaces, schools and 
churches who have the challenging task of serving people from all different walks of life. These 
are challenging times but these are also amazing opportunities for us to grow in the maturity of 
our faith, growing more loving and unified, for the Glory of God. 

May God’s peace and blessing be on you, 

Pastor Nick 

3



 

8:30AM- OUTDOOR SERVICE 
• Our outdoor service will be under the shade of our new patio covers in the 

Redeemer’s courtyard. 

• We will provide heaters surrounding the courtyard as the weather cools. 

• Worship will consist of an acoustic set and the sermon will be the same in each 
service. 

• There will be socially distanced seating. 

• The cafe will be open throughout the service. 

• There will likely be an overflow room to view the service from. 

10:30AM- INDOOR SERVICE 
• Contactless temperature checks will be administered at the door. 

• Socially distanced seating and a maximum capacity of 100 people.  

• We are requesting everyone comes with a mask. 

• New filters will be installed in our heating and cooling systems. 

• Side doors will be open to increase airflow. 

• All loose items (Bibles, handouts, etc) will be checked out at the hub.  

• There will be an overflow room to view the streamed service from. 

10:30AM- ONLINE SERVICE 
• Streamed live to facebook and redeemerschurch.com/live  
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http://redeemerschurch.com/live


[R] KIDS & MSO:   SUNDAY 10:30AM  
• Children’s ministries & our middle school group will be available during the 10:30am 

service until there are enough volunteers able to serve in both services. We will follow 
local day-camp protocols. This includes: 

• Smaller groups (no more than 10 people) 

• Only 1-2 leaders assigned to one group & stay with that group only. 

• Leaders will wear masks while serving.  

• No intermingling with other groups. 

• We will request children bring a mask with them.  

• Contactless temperature checks will be administered at the door. 

• Outdoor activities will be prioritized as weather permits. 

MID-WEEK MINISTRIES 
• Wellness Mondays @ 7pm: Celebrate Recovery, Grief Share, Emotionally Healthy 

Spirituality 

• Wednesday Night Life Groups, Latino, Children’s and Student Ministries @ 7pm 

• Groups will meet outdoors as often as possible. 

• Contactless temperature checks will be administered for indoor groups. 

• Times will be shortened to decrease exposure. 

• Socially distanced seating. 

• Groups of 10 or smaller or 25% of room capacity. 

• All groups (at home or church) will be asked to follow the same protocols. 
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SANITIZATION PROTOCOLS 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

• Tables, chairs and toys will be disinfected between each use. 

• Bathrooms will be sanitized between each service. 

• Temperature checks will be conducted at the door. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available in every room and will be used upon entry.   

• Snacks will be pre-packaged. 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

• Chairs will be sanitized after each use. 

• Loose items such as Bibles will be available at the Hub and sanitized after use. 

• Bathrooms will be sanitized before and after each service.  

• Any food items (communion, water, etc) will be pre-packaged and handed out by 
volunteers with sanitary gloves.  

• Hand sanitizer stations will be available near the front entry.  
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